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	Purpose: to inform
	Purpose: to describe
	Purpose: to describe
	Purpose: to explain
	Purpose: to complain
	Purpose: to describe

	[image: C:\Users\Bhav\AppData\Local\Microsoft\Windows\INetCache\Content.MSO\3856B52.tmp]
	[image: Greek Myths by DK, Jean Menzies | Waterstones]
	[image: C:\Users\Bhav\AppData\Local\Microsoft\Windows\INetCache\Content.MSO\3212141F.tmp]
	[image: Image for The war of the worlds]
	[image: The Bad Beginning]
	[image: The Bad Beginning]

	Henry’s Freedom box
	Greek Myths
	Recuing the Titanic
	War of the Worlds
	A Series of Unfortunate Events
	A Series of Unfortunate Events

	Outcome: a biography (recount) about Henry Brown’s life.
	Outcome: a character description
	Outcome: a newspaper report
	Outcome: a setting description
	Outcome: a letter of complaint from
	Outcome: a setting description

	Text Features:
· Title
Henry Box Brown: The Man Who Mailed Himself to Freedom
· Subheadings
Early Life / Family Life / Escape to Freedom / Later Life / Conclusion
· Introduction
Henry Box Brown was born in 1815 in Virginia, USA. He became famous for his daring escape from slavery by posting himself in a wooden box. His story has inspired people for over 150 years.
· Chronological structure with time markers
As a young boy, Henry was forced to work on a tobacco farm.
Later in life, he married and had children.
In 1849, he made his brave escape.
· Paragraphs organised around key life events
Each paragraph focuses on a stage: childhood, family, escape, later life, reflection.
· Closing reflection/conclusion
Henry Box Brown is remembered as a man of extraordinary courage. His determination showed the world that slavery was cruel and unjust, and his escape remains one of history’s most remarkable journeys to freedom.

Language Features:
Tense: Past
Person: 3rd
Formality: Formal tone

· Time adverbials
At first, Henry lived with his family on a farm.
Eventually, he decided to escape.
After 27 hours, the box was opened.
· Conjunctions to show cause and effect
Henry’s family was sold away so he decided to seek freedom.
He was determined to escape because life in slavery was unbearable.
· Expanded noun phrases
The small, airless wooden box carried him hundreds of miles.
Henry’s daring and dangerous plan amazed those who heard about it.
· Relative clauses
Henry Brown, who was born into slavery, became famous for his extraordinary escape.
He created a plan that would change his life forever.
· Passive voice (introduced gently)
His family was taken from him by slave traders.
The box was delivered to Philadelphia after a long and difficult journey.
· Precise adverbs and adjectives
He waited patiently inside the cramped box.
The journey was exhausting and dangerous.
· Topic-specific vocabulary
slavery, abolitionist, freedom, plantation, escape, justice, equality
· Quotes (direct and reported speech)
Direct: When the box was opened, Henry said, “How do you do, gentlemen?”
Reported: He later explained that the box had been “dark, hot and suffocating.”
	Text Features:
· Clear introduction of character
Medusa is one of the most feared figures in Greek mythology, remembered for her deadly gaze and serpent hair.
· Organised and logical paragraphs
· Appearance: Her face is framed by writhing snakes instead of hair, their forked tongues flickering in the air.
· Personality: She is both proud and bitter, consumed by anger at the gods who cursed her.
· Behaviour: Medusa prowls in silence, waiting for intruders to stumble into her lair.
· Impact on others or setting: Those who dare to meet her eyes are turned instantly to cold, lifeless stone.
· Focused description
Every detail of Medusa is designed to terrify: from her glittering eyes to her hissing crown of snakes.
· Narrative voice or tone
Told with awe and dread, the description captures both her monstrous power and her tragic fate.
· Impact sentence / summary line (to close powerfully):
Medusa is both victim and monster, a reminder of how the gods’ anger could twist beauty into terror.

Language Features:
Tense: Present
Person: 3rd
Formality: Formal
· Expanded noun phrases
The twisting, venomous serpents coil and uncoil upon her head.
Her piercing, golden eyes gleam with unearthly fire.
· Powerful verbs and adjectives
The snakes lash and hiss.
Her gaze petrifies warriors where they stand.
· Precise and ambitious vocabulary
monstrous, malevolent, formidable, venomous, cursed, petrifying
· Figurative language
Simile: Her eyes shine like molten gold, burning with rage.
Metaphor: She is a storm of fury, caged in human form.
Personification: The snakes whisper warnings, their scales glinting in the half-light.
· Show don’t tell techniques
Instead of “She is frightening”:
The bravest warriors grip their swords tighter when her shadow falls across the cavern wall.
· Adverbials and prepositional phrases for detail
Deep within the cavern, Medusa coils in the darkness.
With terrifying speed, the snakes strike at any who venture near.
· Contrast (to hint at her tragic past as a beautiful maiden before her curse):
Once admired for her beauty, she now inspires only dread.
· Sensory language (not just sight but sound/smell/touch):
The stench of damp stone mixes with the musky scent of snakes.
	Text Features:
· Headline
“Daring Rescue Saves Titanic Survivors!”
· Byline
By Emily Carter, Special Correspondent
· Date
10 April 1912
· Lead paragraph / orientation (summarising key details: what, where, when, who to)
Early yesterday morning, the RMS Titanic struck an iceberg in the North Atlantic. Hundreds of passengers were trapped as the ship began to sink, but a heroic rescue operation saved many lives.
· Main Body Paragraph (how and why it happened)
The Titanic hit the iceberg at approximately 11:40 pm. The collision tore a large hole in the hull, causing the ship to take on water rapidly. Crew members and rescue ships acted quickly to evacuate passengers, using lifeboats and following strict safety protocols. The freezing waters made the rescue urgent, as exposure could prove fatal.
· Factual Information
The Titanic was on its maiden voyage from Southampton to New York. More than 2,200 passengers and crew were on board. Rescue ships such as the Carpathia arrived within hours of the distress call.
· Statistics / numbers to increase factual accuracy and realism: Over 700 passengers were rescued in the early hours of the morning.
· Opinions / quotes
“The bravery of the crew saved countless lives,” said Captain Smith of the Carpathia.
A passenger reported, “We were terrified, but the lifeboats were well organised and calm prevailed.”
· Closing (what has happened since the event)
After the rescue, survivors were brought safely to New York, where they were met by anxious relatives. Investigations into the disaster are underway, and safety measures on passenger ships are being reviewed to prevent future tragedies.

Language Features:
Tense: Past
Person: 3rd
Formality: Formal
· Adverbials of time / time conjunctions
At first, passengers were unaware of the danger. Soon after, alarms were raised. By midnight, the evacuation was in full operation.
· Causal conjunctions
Because the iceberg tore a hole in the hull, the ship began to sink rapidly.
As the temperature dropped, it became urgent to get survivors into lifeboats.
· Paragraphs
· Lead paragraph / orientation
· Main body: events and facts
· Quotes / eyewitness accounts
· Closing paragraph
· Reported speech (indirect quotes) to vary sentence style: One survivor explained that the crew’s organisation prevented panic.
	Text Features:
· Title
· Opening sentences to introduce the character.
· Beginning to organize into logical parts (physical appearance, actions and behaviours, personality, what others think and feel about them).

Language Features:
Tense: Present
Person: 3rd
Formality: Formal
· Expanded noun phrases
· Powerful verbs and adjectives
· Similes and metaphors (with support)
· Prepositional phrases
· Apostrophes for possession
· Conjunctions for detail and cause and effect.
· 
	Text Features:
· Title
· Introduction
· Logical, chronological order
· Paragraphs for each step or stage
· Conclusion 

Language Features:
Tense: Present
Person: 3rd
Formality: Impersonal/Formal Tone
· Technical vocabulary
· Time and sequencing adverbials/conjunctions
· Causal language
· Diagrams and Labels
	Text Features
· Title
· Clear narrative structure (beginning, middle, end)
· introduction/creation of characters and settings
· a clear plot or problem
· paragraphs

Language Features:
Tense: Past Tense
Person: 3rd
Formality: Formal (Dialogue informal)
· Descriptive language
· Powerful verbs and adverbs (to enhance action/drama/ emotion.
· Dialogue
· Adverbials/ conjunctions of time
· figurative language (where appropriate)


	Purpose: to recount
	Purpose: to entertain
	Purpose: to discuss
	Purpose: to entertain
	Purpose: to explain
	Purpose: to entertain
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	Journey to Jo’burg 

	Greek Myths
	Rescuing Titanic
	War of the Worlds
	Science Learning: Life Cycles
	A Series of Unfortunate Events

	Outcome: a letter to recount.
	Outcome: A  Greek Myth (narrative).
	Outcome: an argument/discussion about who was to blame for the Titanic sinking.
	Outcome: a sci-fi narrative.
	Outcome: an explanation of the life cycle of a plant.
	Outcome: a mystery narrative.

	Text Features:
· Purpose and audience (written in role, warm relationship)
Dear Mama,
I wanted to tell you everything that happened on our trip, because I know how much you worry about us.
· Events told chronologically
First, we set off early in the morning.
Later that day, we met Grace, who showed us the way to Johannesburg.
At last, we reached our destination and saw our baby sister in the hospital.
· Personal responses and emotions linked to events
I felt nervous when we left the village, but I knew we had to be brave.
When I saw the city for the first time, I was amazed by its size and noise.
· Letter features
· Date and address: 7th September 1985, Near Johannesburg
· Salutation: Dear Mama,
· Paragraphs: Each paragraph focuses on a stage of the journey.
· Sign off: With love, Naledi

Language Features:
Tense: Past
Person: 1st (I/We)
Formality: Informal but sincere
· Personal and reflective language (thoughts, feelings, hopes)
I kept thinking about you as we walked, and it gave me strength.
I hope that one day South Africa will be fair for everyone.
· Descriptive detail (expanded noun phrases, sensory language, figurative language)
The scorching sun beat down on our backs as we crossed the dry, dusty road.
The city was like a giant machine, clattering and roaring all around us.
· Cohesive devices (time adverbials, conjunctions)
At first, everything seemed exciting, but after a while we grew tired.
Eventually, we reached the hospital, and that made all the struggles worth it.
· Spoken language patterns
You wouldn’t believe how many cars there were!
I have to tell you about Grace — she was so kind to us.
· Avoids slang; grammar accurate
We were exhausted, but we carried on walking because we knew we had to reach our sister.
· Rhetorical questions (to draw in the recipient):
Did you ever imagine that the city would be so loud, Mama?
· Direct address (to strengthen the personal tone):
You would have been proud of how Tiro kept going even when he was tired.
· Hopes for the future / moral reflection (a closing thought):
I hope that when Naledi and I grow up, we will live in a country where all children are treated equally.
	Text Features
· Setting: Ancient Greece – including Olympus, islands, labyrinths, caves, palaces; settings feel grand, remote and symbolic; often introduced with timeless phrase. Long ago, in the shadow of Mount Olympus, a great king ruled from his shining marble palace.
Far beneath the earth, in a twisting labyrinth of endless corridors, a terrible monster waited.
· Characters: gods and goddesses often temperamental and powerful; heroes or flawed mortals given impossible fated journeys; monsters and mythical beings. The gods on Olympus, quick to anger and eager for glory, watched the mortals below.
A proud young hero, fated to face impossible trials, set out upon his perilous journey.
From the darkness emerged Medusa, her hair a nest of hissing serpents.
· Plot Structure:
· Opening: a hero or mortal faces a prophecy, punishment or divine mission. It was foretold by the oracle that the king’s son would bring ruin to his father’s throne.
· Build-Up: The character embarks on a journey or confronts a challenge. Determined to prove himself, the boy sailed across stormy seas to reach the island of Crete.
· Dilemma/Climax: heroic or tragic confrontation occurs. At the heart of the labyrinth, he met the Minotaur, whose roar shook the stone walls.
· Resolution/Ending: often ends with punishment, reward or transformation. The beast was defeated, and the hero returned home in triumph, though the gods ensured his pride was punished.
· Narrative Style: formal, elevated and timeless; moral or explanatory tone so reader understands the meaning behind the myth. Thus, the people learned never to defy the will of the gods, for pride brings downfall and obedience brings peace.
· Timeless openings: “Long ago…”, “In the days when gods walked among men…”
· Moral / explanatory ending: And this is why the Athenians left gifts at the temple of Athena, to honour wisdom over pride.

Language Features:
Tense: Past
Person: 3rd 
· Descriptive language
Expanded noun phrases: The vast, golden halls of Olympus gleamed in the sunlight.
Simile: The hero fought like a lion cornered by wolves.
Metaphor: His heart was a drum, pounding with fear and determination.
· Dialogue (direct speech)
“You shall face the challenge alone,” declared Zeus, his voice echoing like thunder.
“Do not look back,” warned the goddess, “for the shadows will claim you.”
· Cohesion
Time adverbials: At first, the journey seemed endless. Soon, storms gathered across the sea. At last, he reached the shore.
Repetition for emphasis: He ran, ran through the endless corridors of the labyrinth, chased by the beast’s echoing roar.
	Text Features
· present both sides of a historical debate clearly and fairly
· Follows a logical structure: Introduction; Arguments For: Arguments Against; Conclusion
· Content and development: uses historical data; includes expertise or quotes; uses subheadings or paragraphs to structure opposing viewpoints
Language Features:
Tense: Present
Person: 3rd but also some 1st person plural (we, some may believe)
Formality: Formal and objective
· Generalisers to introduce ideas.
· Modal verbs to express probability or certainty
· Logical conjunctions to structure contrast and agreement (to add, to contrast, to conclude).
· Evidence and reasoning: evidence-based claims, rhetorical questions to prompt reflection.
· Balanced argument techniques (contrasting views presented; avoids bias; multiple perspectives for reader to consider.)

	Text Features
· Setting: futuristic or altered present-day Earth; descriptive detail to create atmosphere e.g. desolate landscapes, unfamiliar skies, crumbling cities; environmental impact of alien invasion or advanced tech described vividly).
· Characters: Human protagonists – ordinary people; may contain scientists, soldiers or children (for relatability); antagonists often non-human or artificial life.
· Plot: Opening: a normal world disrupted by unknown presence or event; Build-Up: Rising tension as threat becomes clearer (strange noises, lights, disappearances); Dilemma/Climax: full realisation or confrontation; Resolution/Ending: Escape/survival.
· Narrative Techniques: inner thoughts and reaction to strange events
 
Language Features:
Tense: Past
Person: 3rd 
· Descriptive language (expanded noun phrases for unfamiliar technology or creatures; metaphors and similes to describe the unknown)
· Dialogue (used to reveal information or build tension)
· Cohesion (time adverbials; repetition for emphasis; pronoun clarity for unfamiliar or multiple characters).
· Genre vocabulary (scientific and technical vocabulary; names, planets, technology invented and capitalized).
	Text Features
· Formal introduction setting out what is being explained and why.
· Logical sequencing of paragraphs using cohesive devices.
· Formal layout: headings, diagrams, bullet points
· A summary or concluding statement.

 
Language Features:
Tense: Present
Person: 3rd
Formality: Very Formal
· Use of the passive voice
· Conditional structures (modal verbs – if the temperature drops, the plant may….
· Causal conjunctions

	Text Features
· Setting: often bleak, mysterious or gothic environments; use of weather and mood to reflect unease or danger.
· Characters: unlikely or vulnerable protagonists (children, orphans, outsiders); suspicious adults or guardians often hiding secrets or lying; characters may appear helpful but are unreliable or duplicitous.
· Plot: Opening: protagonists face a strange or suspicious situation. Build-Up: clues emerge; questions deepen, Dilemma/Climax: confrontation, discovery or trap. Resolution/Ending: often unresolved ot open-ended, leaving the mystery partly intact.
· Narrative Techniques: foreshadowing and subtle hints; unreliable narrator or direct narration for tone or humour; balance between internal thoughts, clues and action.
 
Language Features:
Tense: Past
Person: 3rd
Tone: formal, ironic, emotionally detached.
· Descriptive language (expanded noun phrases to describe unsettling environments; metaphors and similes to hint at danger or unease).
· Modal verbs to indicate uncertainty or possibility.
· Dialogue: used to reveal hidden intentions, build tension; deceptive or insincere, especially from adults.
· Cohesion (time adverbials, conjunctions and connectives to pace the mystery).

	
	Poetry: Haikus and Limericks

Writing Purpose: to entertain
Outcome: a haiku and a limerick.

Playscripts
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