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Geography Policy


Introduction and intent for Geography 
At St Matthew’s Primary School, we believe that geography is an essential part of the curriculum as it helps to provoke and answer questions about the natural and human world whilst encouraging children to develop a greater understanding of their world and their place in it. As the future generation responsible for our planet, we want our children to have a sense of respect for our ever-changing world. Geography at St Matthew’s will develop pupil’s awe, curiosity and wonderment as it provides the opportunity to explore, appreciate and understand the world we live in and how it has evolved. It contributes to the cultural, social, spiritual and moral life of children as they acquire knowledge of a range of different cultures and traditions, and learn tolerance and understanding of other people and environments. 
Geography is the subject in which pupils will gain a sense of place in the world whilst learning the skills for understanding similarities and differences in a locality and how and where people fit into its overall structure. Developing geographical knowledge and skills is vital as children live in a world that is wide open to them. With opportunities to travel and work in different cities and countries across the world, pupils need to recognise the impact they as humans have on the planet. Our aim is to promote children’s interest and understanding about diverse places, people, resources and natural and human environments, together with a deep understanding of the Earth’s key physical and human processes to allow children to learn respect for their world and how they can make wise and discerning choices in their own futures.

Aims and Objectives 
At St Matthew’s Primary School, we believe that high quality of geography is about:
· Developing a sense of place. 
· Developing skills in investigating the physical and human features of the pupils’ surroundings. 
· Increasing pupils’ knowledge and understanding of the different communities and cultures within and around St Matthew’s Primary School, and how these all relate to one another. 
· Developing pupils’ competence in specific geographical skills (such as use of maps, secondary sources, ICT, aerial photographs and considering evidence from a range of sources).
· Develop a sense of responsibility and respect for our school grounds, earth, its people and its resources. 
· Developing an awareness that the world extends beyond the pupil’s own environment. 
· Understanding that the world is ever-changing and the impact humans are having on the world. 

Curriculum

Early Years
Geography is taught in Nursery and Reception as an integral part of the topic work covered during the year. We relate the geographical aspects of the children’s work to the objectives set out in the Early Years curriculum which underpin the planning for children aged three to five. In Early Years (aged 3 and 4) children will use their senses, learn to respect the environment and living things, know there are different countries and talk about some differences. As children move to Reception they will explore the natural world around them, recognise how environments and life in other countries have similarities and differences to the one in which they live in and explore different journey and draw simple maps. Geography makes a significant contribution to the ELG objectives of developing a child’s understanding of the world in terms of the natural world and the people, culture and communities within it. 

Key Stage 1
During Key Stage 1, pupils learn and investigate their local area. They will be taught about the countries and capitals of the United Kingdom and will compare and contrast places which are nearby and in a contrasting locality.  Children also begin to think about the wider world as they learn to locate and name the world’s seven continents and five oceans. They will carry out geographical enquiry inside and outside the classroom. Through outdoor learning, they will develop skills in fieldwork focusing on position, directions, photographs and simple mapping skills. They will continue to build on their knowledge of the weather and the changing seasons. Furthermore, they will ask geographical questions about people, places and environments.  

Key Stage 2
During Key Stage 2, pupils investigate a variety of places and environments in the United Kingdom and abroad, and they start to make links to different places in the world. They learn about the physical and human geography of the United Kingdom and other continents of the world. They find out how people affect the environment and how they are affected by it. Children will find out about countries of the world, their location, major cities and physical characteristics. They will compare and contrast different biomes and climates, land use and settlements. Children will learn about the water cycle, earthquakes and volcanoes. They will complete and in-depth study of a region of the UK. Children will study a European country and region within, looking at physical and human geography as well as the culture of its people. Children will learn about the Americas. They will investigate the causes and consequences of natural disasters. Children will be taught about environmental eco-systems and how human and physical activity can impact in both a positive and a negative way and different climates around the world.
Pupils will carry out geographical enquiry inside and outside the classroom. In doing this, they ask geographical questions, and use geographical skills and resources, such as maps, atlases, aerial photographs and ICT. Children will develop geographical enquiry skills, including asking geographical questions, collecting and recording information and identifying different views. They will acquire the appropriate practical skills associated with Geography, including using suitable vocabulary, fieldwork techniques and maps, plans and atlases. Pupils will use secondary sources of information with accuracy, including aerial photographs, satellite images, etc. As well as making its own distinctive contribution to the school curriculum, geography contributes to the wider aims of primary education. Teachers will ensure that links between subjects are maximized, including, English, maths, history, science and computing.

Teaching and learning 
St Matthew’s ensures that a variety of methods are to be employed in the teaching of geography, which will ensure that pupils will have access to a range of resources so they can develop their potential to the full. Teachers are expected to utilise many differing techniques and approaches to ensure that the Geography curriculum is constantly made interesting, interactive and alive. 
These may include: 
· Knowledge given by the teacher.
· Use of local environments for field work and fieldwork within school. 
· Creative activities – drawing maps with map symbols, building models and showing routes. 
· Use of video clips. 
· Using outside speakers. 
· Visits of places of relevance to the topic. For example, farm, beach etc. 
· Use of ICT.
· Use of relevant books, pamphlets, leaflets, maps, postcards, atlases etc.
· Photographs, aerial photographs and satellite images. 

Geography curriculum planning 
[bookmark: _GoBack]We use the 2014 National Curriculum scheme of work as the basis for our planning in geography, but we have adapted this to meet the needs of children, building on the successful units of work to allow children to revisit geographical content as they progress through the school. Children of all abilities have the opportunity to develop their skills and knowledge in each unit, and through planned progression built into the unit of work, we offer them an increasing challenge as they move through the year groups. Staff from each year group create medium term plans for the topic that they will be teaching in the next term from guidance given from the geography leader. The medium-term plans list the specific learning objectives, how this will be taught and expected outcomes for each lesson. Each topic that is being taught in each year is covered by one or more of the 4 key Geographical concepts and across the years and key stages children will be continually revisiting these themes. 
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Assessment 
At St Matthew’s, assessment is vital to ensure that needs of children are being met. Pupils’ work and progress are assessed during lessons and on completion of work using a range of formative assessment processes e.g. questioning, discussion, marking (as per the marking policy). 
The assessment of children’s work is on-going to ensure that understanding is being achieved and that progress is being made. At the start of the topic the first lesson will introduce the enquiry question and orientate the children to what they will be learning about this topic. With the exception of the first and last lesson, each lesson begins with two sticky knowledge questions. The questions can be taken from the previous year or current learning. The questions would be displayed and answered in books. For example, at the start of the Yr2 topic about continents and oceans, the two sticky knowledge questions could be: 
1. What are the four countries of the United Kingdom? 
2. What is the capital city of England?
Depending on the age and ability of the children, they could either write the answers in their book or circle the answer based on multiple choice style questions. 
The last lesson of the topic would provide the children with the opportunity to ‘show off’ what they have learnt over the last half term in the form of our Time to Shine questions. There would be four questions (which would get progressively harder) to assess the knowledge gained and highlight any misconceptions. The final question would be a ‘conceptual’ question which challenges children to apply their new learning in a more open geographical context. 
The Time to Shine questions should be a mixture of closed and open questions. The first question should be the easiest and should be a knowledge based closed question. The second could also be closed but requires more thought. The third and fourth question should allow children to apply their understanding of the knowledge they have acquired. 
All of the questions should focus on the learning that has taken place and their responses will determine the teacher’s judgement of learning acquired. The lesson begins with the show off questions being revealed and children are given time to think, pair and share before independently committing their answers to paper. 
If there is a common misconception, that should be addressed during the lesson. The show off questions would be stuck in books with the answers recorded underneath and there would be live feedback and marking throughout.
The time allocated to the show off questions is down to professional judgement.
Monitoring 
Monitoring takes place regularly through the sampling of children’s work, teacher planning, book scrutiny and lesson observations.

Resources 
Resources for teaching the key concepts and skills of Geography are stored in school. There is a selection of information books, pictures and photos, atlases, globes, maps, compasses, IPADS and laptops. 

Equal Opportunities, Inclusion & Differentiation  
All children regardless of race, culture, religion, social background, gender or academic ability, have equal access to History in order to develop their personal, historical capability. We carefully plan, monitor and assess to ensure all of our pupils feel valued. Visits to historical sites may be adapted to consider individual requirements. Learning is challenging, yet achievable by all children, whatever their abilities and differentiation is achieved by both work set and outcome. We aim to teach children to up hold where applicable, British Values and a mutual respect and tolerance of those with different faiths and beliefs.

This policy will be reviewed every two years. 

Reviewed by: Sara Wilkes  
Date: November 2023
Next Review Date: November 2025  
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